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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Masham  Rural  District  Council, 

Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  district  for  the  year  1955. 

The  birth  rate  at  9,09  per  1000  population  was  considerably 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales  (15.0  per  100-Opopulation) .  The 
death  rate  was  lower  than  the  national  figure  (10,3  compared  with 
11,7  per  1000  population) 

In  the  field  of  environmental  hygiene  much  remains  to  be  done. 

The  improvement  of  Masham’ s  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
should  commence  during  1956*  Once  this  is  completed  attention 
should  be  turned  to  the  Villages  in  the  area  where  conditions  are^ 
steadily  worsening  due  to  inadequate  disposal  facilities.  In  addition 
the  water  supply  position  is  such  that  it  will  not  stand  up  to  a  dry 
summer  in  these  days  of  increasing  consumption.  Housing  presents 
yet  another  problem^ no  start  has  yet  been  made  in  dealing  with  the 
unfit  houses  in  the  district. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Members  and  Officials  of  the  Council  for  the  he dp  and  support  I  have 
received  from  them  during  the  year, 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  L.  COTTON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA, 
(a)  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (in  acres) 

Population  (Registrar  General-*  s  estimate  of 

Resident  Population  mid-year  1955) 

Net  increase  of  Resident  Population  (mid-year 

1954  -  1955) 

Population  (1931  Census) 

Population  (1951  Census) 

.  No,  'of  inhabited  houses  1955* 

Rateable  value  (at  1st  April  1956) 

Product  of  Id  Rate, ( estimated  at  1st  April  1956) 


25,993 

1,650 

10 

2,024 

1,738 

547 

£34789 

|135. 


xRates  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 


INFANTILE  DEATHS,  (deaths  of  infants  under  1  year). 


All  infants. 

All  infants. 
Legitimate  infants. 

Illegitimate  infants. 


Males. j 

Females. 

Total. 

§ir?h§er  1000  live 

Local.  England  &  Wales, 

— 

1 

1 

66.6  24.9 

1 

1 

66.6  - 
(Rate/1000  elegitimate 
births. ) 

/ 

; 

(Rate/100  illegitimate 
births. ) 

\ 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Coutji  (all  ages)  Nil. 

CLASSIFIED  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Tuberculosis. 

Malignant  Disease. 

Cardio  Vascular. 

Pneumonia. 

Other  respiratory  diseases. 
Digestive  Diseases. 
Congenital  maltformatio©?- 
Other  Diseasesfi 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents. 
Other  accidents. 


Total  Deaths  (all  causes) 


POPULATION. 


Mid-year  Population. 
Birth  Pate. 

Death  Rate. 


1955. 

"  1954. 

195?j 

1952. 

1951. 

mQ. 

1242. 

1948.1 

1650 

1640 

1643 

1657 

1658 

1696 

1721 

1704 

9.09 

9.76 

14.0 

12,1 

12.7 

14.2 

12.2 

11.7 

10.3 

11.0 

11.6 

7.8 

18*1 

17.1 

13.9 

10.6 

Males. 

1 

5 

2 

Females. 

7 

1 

1 

Total. 

1 

12 

— 

1 

i  1 

2 

‘  8 

9 

17 

— - ; - l 

4  ■  \ 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

i 

It  was  not  necessary  to  make  action  under  Section  47  of  the 
above  Act  which  deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  a  place  of 
safety  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


LABOPATORY  FACILITIES. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Friarage  Hospital,  Northallerton. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council  supply  ambulance 
services  from  their  station  at  Thirsk. 

HOSPITAL  SERVICES. 

Local  Hospital  accommodation  is  provided  by  the  Northallerton 
Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
In  addition,  a  number  of  residents  receive  both  in-patient  and  out¬ 
patient  treatment  at  hospitals  under  the  control  of  the  Ripon  and 
Harrogate  Hospital  Management  Committee  of  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

The  Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery  service  is  under  the 
general  direction  of  the  County  Council  with  the  day  to  day 
administration  dealt  with  by  the  Vifensleydale  Area  Local  Health  Sub¬ 
committee  through  the  district  Medical  Officer.  One  district 
nurse/midwife  operates  in  the  area. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  under  the  general  direction  of  the  County  Council 
with  the  day  to  day  administration  dealt  with  by  the  Wensleydale  Area 
Local  Health  Sub-Committee.  The  equivalent  of  .15  whole  time  domestic 
helps  were  employed  in  the  district  during  the  year  and  a  total  of  347 
hours  worked. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

Supply  difficulties  were  experienced  in  the  later  part  of  the  year 
owing  to  the  very  dry  summer.  The  provision  of  additional  supplies  is 
of  prime  importance  not  only  for  the  township  of  Masham  but  also  for 
certain  of  the  out  lying  villages. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  preliminaries  of  the 
scheme  to  extend  and  Improve  the  existing  system  in  Masham.  It  is 
confidently  expected  that  work  will- start  on  the  scheme  during  1956. 
Sewage  disposal  in  the  villages  is  becoming  a  source  of  nuisance.  The 
position  is  particularly  bad  in  Ellingstring  and  steps  should  be  taken 
to  provide  sewe  age  and  sewage  disposal  in  this  village  at  an  early 
date. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  iND  DISPOSAL. 

The  existing  tip  will  not  provide  tipping  facilities  for  many  more 
months.  In  addition,  access  is  impossible  in  very  bad  weather -it- is 
very  necessary  that  a  new  site  for  tipping  bo  found  as  soon  as  possible. 


SECTION  D. 


HOUSING. 

There  are  approximately  29  unfit  houses  in  the  district.  No 
progress  was  made  during-  the  year  in  dealing  with  these.  There  is 
a  need  for  additional  housing  accommodation  in  the  area  and  this 
together  with  slum  clearance  means’ that  a  further  building  programme 
will  be  required  shortly. 


SECTION  E. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  consolidated  previous  legislation 
relating  to  food  and  drugs.  Under  this  Act,  the  Pood  Hygiene 
Regulations,  1955  were  made  and  these  are  to  become  effective  from 
January  1st,  1956.  These  regulations  should  enable  the  standard  of 
food  hygiene  to  be  considerably  improved. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVAL/iNCE  AM)  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

The  only  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  three 
cases  of  measles  and  one  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

DIPHTHERIA  I MMUNI SAT I ON . 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  immunisation  state  of  the 
child  population  in  the  district :- 

Age  Group.  Immunisxed. 

0  -  4  46% 

5  “  14  86% 

SMALL  POX  VACCINATION. 

20)o  oi  the  children  born  during  the  year  were  notified  as  having 
been  vaccinated  against  small  pox  (48%  in.  1954.) 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases.  Deaths.- 


Pulmonary. 

N on-pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 
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There  were  5  oases  of  Pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  no  cases  of 
nun-pulmonary  tube  culosis  in  the  Register  at  the  31st  December  1955. 
This  gives  a  rate  of  3.03  cases  of  tuberculosis  per  1000  population  as 
compared  with  2.4  in  1954. 


